
     NEERS 2016 Election – Position Statements 

 

 

Two candidates for President-Elect ( President  Past-President): 

Sue Adamowicz 

Jim Latimer 

 

Our current Secretary and Treasurer are up for re-election, running unopposed: 

Autumn Oczkowski – Secretary 

Courtney Schmidt – Treasurer 

 

We will take nominations from the floor during the business meeting. 

 

Elections will be held at the business meeting on Block Island, Fall 2016. Only 

members present at the business meeting may vote.  

At the business meeting, we will discuss and vote on options for online voting 

moving forward, thus allowing absentee votes in future elections. 

 

Candidate Statements are on the following pages. 

 

  



President-Elect ( President  Past-President) 

Susan C. Adamowicz, Ph.D. 

I grew up in Rhode Island near the shores of the tidal Palmer River.  My brothers, the family dog, and I 

would go wandering through the salt marsh collecting ribbed mussels and digging soft-shelled clams in 

the mud flats.  Rhode Island is a small state, so as was the case for many of my classmates, I fledged 

upland (B.S. University of VT) and inland (M.S. Envir Science, M.A. Ecology, Indiana University, 

Bloomington, IN) before realizing the coast was home.  I worked for the RI Dept. of Environmental 

Management/Division of Water Resources and then in the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program for a total 

of about 8 years.  With support and encouragement from some great professors and classmates, I 

obtained a Ph.D. in Biological Oceanography from URI/Graduate School of Oceanography.  Since 2003, 

I’ve been with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge.  As the US 

FWS Land Management Research and Demonstration Biologist, I develop (with partners!) innovative salt 

marsh restoration techniques, co-ordinate the Region’s salt marsh integrity (SMI) assessment effort, and 

consult with refuges from Maine to Virginia.  While in this post I’ve served on national (Conserving the 

Future) and regional (SMI development) teams.   

It seems that NEERS has always been part of my professional life.  There are so many attractive aspects 

of NEERS – the way it welcomes students, its generosity to works in progress, a positive collegial spirit, 

and its drive to advance estuarine science.  After years of attending meetings, I was asked to be a 

member-at-large and have been fortunate enough to stay on through several NEERSian administrations.  

Along the way I’ve been on the local planning committee for 3 NEERS meetings, most recently the spring 

2016 (York, Maine).  Now that some personal commitments have come to a close, I’m hoping to give 

back to NEERS in larger way. 

As President of NEERS, I would seek to keep our organization strong by supporting existing activities as 

well as looking toward future generations by: 

• encouraging new memberships from across the region (e.g. seeking appropriate cross-

pollinations such as with US FWS) 

• providing “value-added” experiences for student members – with an aim toward transitioning 

them to full membership (e.g. job shadowing, mini-workshops) 

• increasing membership diversity (e.g. coordinate with organizations that promote youth 

connections with nature; making connections with additional colleges and universities). 

With Hilary Neckles as CERF President Elect, we have a unique opportunity to strengthen both 

organizations – seeking that perfect CERF-Affiliate balance; supporting a successful meeting in 

Providence in 2017 and ensuring a resilient future. 

 

  



President-Elect ( President  Past-President) 

Jim Latimer, Ph.D. 

The highlight of my relationship with NEERS was working with all the great NEERSians when I co-chaired, 

with Giancarlo Cicchetti, the (C)ERF 2007 meeting in Providence, Rhode Island. So many from NEERS 

collaborated with us on the steering committee and during the meeting, that it really was our own 

“baby.” It was a great a success and one of the great satisfactions of my career. Who can forget ClubERF, 

ERFUnplugged, and the incomparable Ms. Nitrogen!  

                

But now as president of NEERS I will be on board to make CERF 2017 even better! 

As Pope Francis has stated “We received this world as an inheritance from past generations, but also as 

a loan from future generations, to whom we will have to return it!” This sums up very simply my 

philosophy as a scientist and its relevance to NEERS. I take seriously the goal of environmental 

sustainability. Through my most recent work on ecosystem services, I look for measures to help people 

quantify the value of the environment. For my children and grandchildren I want a new environmental 

ethic to take hold, one that started when I was young with the beginnings of the environmental 

movement and the formation of the EPA, to one that now has produced the Paris agreement on climate 

change. I think NEERS has a role to play in such a reawakening – through research, yes, but even more so 

through outreach and education.  

I would like to be president of NEERS to advance these concepts with such a dynamic organization. I 

hope to see NEERS expand its educational and outreach presence throughout New England and would 

love the opportunity to work with others to expand this horizon. Over the years I have connected with 

many people both in NEERS and beyond and I believe those connections, both personal and 

professional, will prove invaluable to furthering the outreach of NEERS to the next generation. 

_______________ 

Jim Latimer received his BS and MS in Chemistry from Syracuse University and the University of Rhode 

Island respectively. He received his PhD in Chemical Oceanography at the Graduate School of 

Oceanography in the last millennium. He worked as a marine research scientist at the GSO, looking at 

the organic geochemistry of organic and inorganic pollutants, and later, while at EPA, he worked on 

paleoecology, watershed-estuary interactions, ecosystem services and citizen science initiatives at the 

intersection of science, culture, and management at HQ EPA in Washington DC, for the Long Island 

Sound Study, and the Gulf of Maine Council’s EcoSystem Partnership. 

  



Secretary 

Autumn Oczkowski, Ph.D. (running unopposed) 

It’s been a great two years as NEERS Secretary and I have appreciated the opportunity to help the 

organization. I am now even more committed to the NEERS community and the important work we do 

in bringing New England coastal scientists and managers together to share their research and build 

collaborations. In a field where our work is resource-limited and rejection is the norm, NEERS meetings 

are a warm and collegial place for constructive scientific discussion and support. I am proud to be a part 

of that and would like to ensure that it continues. Plus, I think that I’ve finally learned the ropes of being 

secretary. Thus, I am running for a second term in office. 

As a reminder of my background: I am an ecologist with a particular interest in coastal ecosystems. I 

have a BS in geology from Washington and Lee University, a Masters in Earth Sciences, Geochemical 

Systems from the University of New Hampshire, and a Ph.D. in Biological Oceanography from the 

University of Rhode Island’s Graduate School of Oceanography. I am currently a research ecologist at the 

EPA’s Atlantic Ecology Division (AED) in Narragansett, RI. Working at AED provides me with the 

opportunity to conduct research across a wide range of coastal systems. For example, some of my 

current research looks at how the Narragansett Bay ecosystem is responding to recent nutrient 

reductions, the ecological impact of intense urbanization on the San Juan Bay Estuary (Puerto Rico), and 

the net impact of multiple stressors on coastal salt marshes. I am committed to ensuring that NEERS  

remains an important network for scientists and managers and that we continue to develop connections 

among institutions and across systems. 

 

Treasurer 

Courtney Schmidt, Ph.D. (running unopposed) 

Hello NEERSians!  Your neighborhood friendly Treasurer is up for re-election.  Being Treasurer of NEERS 

has been an enlightening experience. I’ve worked with amazing meeting planning committees, a 

dedicated executive board who are tireless in their efforts. I’ve enjoyed learning how this organization 

works, and how the Treasurer can make members’ lives easier.  Over the last 2 years, I’ve worked with 

the planning and executive committees to move NEERS to be more dependent on our database system, 

streamlining registration, invoicing, payments, and on-site needs. We reduced our paper by only offering 

receipts online, and new this year, is an on-site service to pay invoices and accept donations using 

PayPal’s credit card reader. Over the next two years, if elected, I hope to continue streamlining the 

financial side of NEERS, and create a better experience for members. 


